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Perhaps, I think each Great Feast is my favorite when the Wheel turns.

Perhaps that’s why Samhain is my favorite now. However, there is some-
thing about the quietude after a busy and hot summer. My eyes feast on the
browns, reds, golds and muted greens every time I look out a window or go
outside and I am wrapped in a blanket of calmness.

My favorite place to sit is on our back porch where I can hear the dry
leaves rattle like sabers. I feel the fresh wind driving though them bearing a
small taste of the Atlantic Ocean. I love the way the slanty afternoon light
plays in the rock garden. Snoodled in a warm, brown sweater I settle into a
comfortable canvas chair to revel in my senses. Sometimes I enjoy a tart,
crisp apple. This is bliss. It gives me time to reflect on my successes and
defeats of the past year.

At my place of work, many are making Halloween preparations: this
party here, that ritual there and conventional costumes to be constructed. I
hear excited voices and raucous laughter as I move from one place to an-
other. I feel odd. I ponder the Wheel of the Year and acknowledge that the
carnival atmosphere is better suited to Beltaine. Indulging in a mental shrug,
I continue about my business. You might observe, that while this is my
favorite Feast, it is also my most dreaded. Truly, I'm not a wet blanket; I’m
excited, too. However, my excitement is of a different nature. I feel mildly
interrupted by a myriad of wild, well-meaning people while I have a lot on
my mind.

Since the Feast of Fallow, Keltrians have measured and weighed their
individual and Grove harvests. Some are insufficient while others are splen-
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